Item 9a. t xt
RE i n Academ es

hLTRE has di scovered that the Young People's Learning Agency (YPLA) m ght be of
?gLEhL?sRFn Acadeni es who are worried about the subject being marginalised e.g.
F%tﬁgguction of the EBacc. NATRE s survey of al nost 800 teachers in January 2011
;?gﬂgdtgggbof subj ect | eaders reported a negative inpact on tinetable tine

and/ or staffing.

2)

NATRE cont acted the Departnent for Education for advice and their guidance is

r epr oduced

(verbatim bel ow

“ Academ es nust provide religious education in accordance with their Funding
Agreenents.

The policy intention is for the nodel Funding Agreenents to broadly reflect the
provi sions that

apply to local authorities and schools in the maintained sector. The Fundi ng
Agr eenment

requires that Academies with a religious designation provide religious education
i n accordance

with the tenets of their faith and Acadenies that do not have a religious

desi gnati on nust

arrange for religious education to be given to all pupils in accordance with the
requi renents for

agreed syll abuses. In other words, a curriculumwhich reflects that the
religious traditions in

Great Britain are, in the main Christian, while taking account of the teaching
and practices of

the other principal religions represented in Great Britain.

‘“For foundation or voluntary controlled schools with a religious designation

t hat convert to

Academ es, the intention is that they will arrange for religious education in
accordance with the

requi renents for agreed syllabuses, as set out above, unless any parents request
that their

children receive religious education in accordance with any provisions of the
school’s trust deed

or in accordance with the tenets of the school’s faith. If any parents do
request this, the

Acadeny must nake arrangenments for those children to receive such religious
educati on

unl ess, because of special circunstances, it would be unreasonable to do so. The
Fundi ng

Agreenment sets this out.

3)

NATRE cont acted the Young Peopl e’ s Learni ng Agency. They explained their role as
fol | ows:

‘The YPLA nonitors conpliance with Fundi ng Agreenents and also deals with
conpl ai nt s about

Academ es on behal f of the Secretary of State. If you or any of your nenbers
would like to

rai se a concern about an Acadeny with regard to RE provision then please send
details to

academni esenquiri es@pl a. gov.uk and the YPLA will investigate.’

4)

NATRE asked what a teacher or concerned individual mght do if an Acadeny had
deci ded

change their provision so that RE was no | onger provided for all pupils. This is
t he response:

".if you or the teacher concerned would like to send a specific query stating

t he nane of the
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Acadeny, please send it to academ esenquiries@pla.gov.uk and I will forward
this to the YPLA

Academ es Lead O ficer (ALO responsible for dealing with issues relating to
that specific

Acadeny: the ALOwill then liaise with either you or the teacher concerned. |
woul d also like to

poi nt out that the teacher concerned can choose to remai n anonynous during any
di scussi ons

bet ween the ALO and the Acadeny but considering the specific nature of the
query, this nmay be

probl emati c. However, the ALO could approach the Acadeny sinply stating that the

query is

froma concerned nenber of the conmmunity who wi shes to remain anonynous.’
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