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RE i n Academi es 

1)  
NATRE has di scover ed t hat  t he Young Peopl e’ s Lear ni ng Agency ( YPLA)  mi ght  be of  
hel p t o RE 
Teacher s i n Academi es who ar e wor r i ed about  t he subj ect  bei ng mar gi nal i sed e. g.  
by t he 
i nt r oduct i on of  t he EBacc.  NATRE’ s sur vey of  al most  800 t eacher s i n Januar y 2011
f ound t hat  
ar ound 30% of  subj ect  l eader s r epor t ed a negat i ve i mpact  on t i met abl e t i me 
and/ or  st af f i ng.  

2)  
NATRE cont act ed t he Depar t ment  f or  Educat i on f or  advi ce and t hei r  gui dance i s  
r epr oduced 
( ver bat i m)  bel ow:  
‘ Academi es must  pr ovi de r el i gi ous educat i on i n accor dance wi t h t hei r  Fundi ng 
Agr eement s.  
The pol i cy i nt ent i on i s  f or  t he model  Fundi ng Agr eement s t o br oadl y r ef l ect  t he 
pr ovi s i ons t hat  
appl y t o l ocal  aut hor i t i es and school s i n t he mai nt ai ned sect or .  The Fundi ng 
Agr eement  
r equi r es t hat  Academi es wi t h a r el i gi ous desi gnat i on pr ovi de r el i gi ous educat i on
i n accor dance 
wi t h t he t enet s of  t hei r  f ai t h and Academi es t hat  do not  have a r el i gi ous 
desi gnat i on must  
ar r ange f or  r el i gi ous educat i on t o be gi ven t o al l  pupi l s  i n accor dance wi t h t he
r equi r ement s f or  
agr eed syl l abuses.  I n ot her  wor ds,  a cur r i cul um whi ch r ef l ect s t hat  t he 
r el i gi ous t r adi t i ons i n 
Gr eat  Br i t ai n ar e,  i n t he mai n Chr i st i an,  whi l e t aki ng account  of  t he t eachi ng 
and pr act i ces of  
t he ot her  pr i nci pal  r el i gi ons r epr esent ed i n Gr eat  Br i t ai n.  

‘ For  f oundat i on or  vol unt ar y cont r ol l ed school s wi t h a r el i gi ous desi gnat i on 
t hat  conver t  t o 
Academi es,  t he i nt ent i on i s  t hat  t hey wi l l  ar r ange f or  r el i gi ous educat i on i n 
accor dance wi t h t he 
r equi r ement s f or  agr eed syl l abuses,  as set  out  above,  unl ess any par ent s r equest
t hat  t hei r  
chi l dr en r ecei ve r el i gi ous educat i on i n accor dance wi t h any pr ovi s i ons of  t he 
school ’ s  t r ust  deed 
or  i n accor dance wi t h t he t enet s of  t he school ’ s  f ai t h.  I f  any par ent s do 
r equest  t hi s,  t he 
Academy must  make ar r angement s f or  t hose chi l dr en t o r ecei ve such r el i gi ous 
educat i on 
unl ess,  because of  speci al  c i r cumst ances,  i t  woul d be unr easonabl e t o do so.  The
Fundi ng 
Agr eement  set s t hi s out . ’  

3)  
NATRE cont act ed t he Young Peopl e’ s Lear ni ng Agency.  They expl ai ned t hei r  r ol e as
f ol l ows:  
‘ The YPLA moni t or s compl i ance wi t h Fundi ng Agr eement s and al so deal s wi t h 
compl ai nt s about  
Academi es on behal f  of  t he Secr et ar y of  St at e.  I f  you or  any of  your  member s 
woul d l i ke t o 
r ai se a concer n about  an Academy wi t h r egar d t o RE pr ovi s i on t hen pl ease send 
det ai l s  t o 
academi esenqui r i es@ypl a. gov. uk and t he YPLA wi l l  i nvest i gat e. ’  

4)  
NATRE asked what  a t eacher  or  concer ned i ndi v i dual  mi ght  do i f  an Academy had 
deci ded 
change t hei r  pr ovi s i on so t hat  RE was no l onger  pr ovi ded f or  al l  pupi l s .  Thi s i s
t he r esponse:  
’ …i f  you or  t he t eacher  concer ned woul d l i ke t o send a speci f i c  quer y st at i ng 
t he name of  t he 
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Academy,  pl ease send i t  t o academi esenqui r i es@ypl a. gov. uk and I  wi l l  f or war d 
t hi s t o t he YPLA 
Academi es Lead Of f i cer  ( ALO)  r esponsi bl e f or  deal i ng wi t h i ssues r el at i ng t o 
t hat  speci f i c  
Academy:  t he ALO wi l l  t hen l i ai se wi t h ei t her  you or  t he t eacher  concer ned.  I  
woul d al so l i ke t o 
poi nt  out  t hat  t he t eacher  concer ned can choose t o r emai n anonymous dur i ng any 
di scussi ons 
bet ween t he ALO and t he Academy but  consi der i ng t he speci f i c  nat ur e of  t he 
quer y,  t hi s may be 
pr obl emat i c.  However ,  t he ALO coul d appr oach t he Academy si mpl y st at i ng t hat  t he
quer y i s  
f r om a concer ned member  of  t he communi t y who wi shes t o r emai n anonymous. ’  
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