DERBY CITY COUNCIL

ITEM 10

6 APRIL 2004

©\,L; COUNCIL CABINET

Report of the Director of Education

Determination of School Admission Arrangements 2005-2006

RECOMMENDATION

1.

To agree the proposed admission arrangements and published admission numbers for
2005-2006.

REASON FOR RECOMMENDATIONS I

2.

The changes reflect the recommendations contained within the School Admissions
Code of Practice that all secondary school admission authorities have a national
school place offer date of 1 March 2005, and an earlier closing date for applications to
secondary schools of the 25 October 2004. The closing date for primary applications
will be 11 February 2006.

SUPPORTING INFORMATION

3.1

The School Standards and Framework Act 1998, as amended by the Education Act
2002, requires admission authorities to determine their admission arrangements
annually, with certain exceptions, and to consult other local admission authorities in the
relevant area before doing so. Our relevant area is the Council’'s administrative area.
The 2002 Act requires the consultation about admissions for September 2005 to be
completed before 1 March 2004 and be determined by 15 April 2004.

Following consultation, it is proposed that our current admission arrangements, set out
in pages 4 and 6 of the booklets “Your Child’s School in Derby 2004/2005’ Primary and
Secondary respectively, should be adopted as our arrangements for 2005/2006 subject
to these amendments:

e Dates given on page 4 of the primary booklet about requesting a place for
community and voluntary controlled primary schools need to reflect deadlines
appropriate for 2005. The appropriate date will be 11 February 2005 as the date by
which parents must express a preference.

e Dates given on page 6 of the secondary booklet about requesting a secondary
school place need to reflect the deadlines appropriate for 2005. The appropriate
date will be 25 October 2004 as the date by which parents must express a
preference. The national offer date of 1 March 2005 to be inserted.



3.3 Following the re-measuring of all schools by the Valuation Office on behalf of the
Department for Education and Skills, the net capacity figures for schools have been
used to determine the published admission numbers. Following discussions with
schools, these numbers are outlined in Appendix 2.

3.4 We have consulted as required on our proposed admission arrangements for
2005/2006. The consultation included all schools in Derby, as well as Derbyshire
County Council and schools in Derbyshire that border the city. No responses critical of
the proposed new arrangements have been received.

OTHER OPTIONS CONSIDERED

4. None.

For more information contact: Cathy Ford / 01332 717965 / cathy.ford@derby.gov.uk
Background papers: Your Child’s School in Derby — Primary and Secondary
List of appendices: Appendix 1 — Implications

Appendix 2 — Published Admission Numbers.




Appendix 1

IMPLICATIONS

Financial

1. Changes in the number of pupils actually admitted by a school will affect its budget, as
most of the budget is based on pupil numbers.

Legal

2. The national offer date of the 1 March 2005 is a legal deadline imposed by the
Department for Education and Skills. The Code of Practice on School Admissions
stipulates that the process for expressing a preference for a secondary school is to
commence in September 2004, and not October 2004. Please see the body of the
report for legal implications.

Personnel

3. None.

Corporate Themes and Priorities

4.1 The national offer date will contribute to the Council’'s theme of ‘Education — where
provision responds to the people’s needs’

4.2 1t will also contribute to Council’s priority of ‘tackling under-achievement in schools’
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