ITEM 9
Minute Extract — Licensing Committee, 2 July 2015

The original reports considered by the Licensing Committee are available to view by
visiting cmis.derby.gov.uk

10/15 Review of Derby City Council’s Licensing
Administration System Following Casey’s Rotherham
Metropolitan Borough Council Report Outcomes

A report was presented to the committee by the Head of Environmental Health and
Licensing, on behalf of the Acting Strategic Director of Neighbourhoods entitled "Review
of Derby City Council's Licensing Administration System Following Casey's Rotherham
Metropolitan Borough Council Report Outcomes".

Following a number of recent high profile child sexual exploitation cases that had
occurred around the country, reviews had been undertaken that had highlighted various
shortfalls of local authority and other partners' services.

The report focused on the outcomes of those reports in relation to the links between
child sexual exploitation and taxi licensing, and set out the actions that officers believed
were necessary to address some of the concerns that had been raised.

Members discussed the recommendations at length and the importance that the
standards expected of taxi drivers licensed by Derby City Council were not to be diluted
in anyway. The safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults was the major point of
discussion and that it was essential the recommendations in the Casey report were
adhered to and made part of the adopted protocols and policies. A member highlighted
that it was the Committee's role to set protocols and guidelines and to trust officers that
these will be carried out.

The committee raised concerns relating to taxi drivers licensed by other authorities, who
were subsequently awarded contracts to drive young people and vulnerable adults
within Derby and how they could be monitored and any issues concerning these drivers
reported. The Monitoring Officer responded by stating that the Local Authority
Designated Officer shared relevant information with their peers in other authorities and
that they would be happy to seek external instruction to aid Licensing Officers.

Councillor J Khan raised concerns regarding point 2.7 of the recommendations and
proposed rather than restricting Members who had ever previously held a taxi licence,
any restriction should be time limited. This proposal was not seconded.



The committee resolved to:

1)
2)

3)
4)

5)

6)

7

8)

Note the findings of the Casey report;

Make proposals for further action as appropriate, on any of the identified
findings;

Approve the information sharing protocol set out at Appendix 3 of the
report;

Approve the revised Taxi licensing Sub Committee Guidelines set out at
Appendix 4 of the report;

Recommend to Council an amendment to the Constitution to increase the
number of Members who sit on Taxi Licensing Sub-Committee meetings
from three to five;

Recommend to Council an amendment to the Constitution to delegate
powers to officers to deal with applicants and existing licence holders who
are subject to immigration controls;

Recommend to Council an amendment to the Constitution to restrict those
Members that have previously held taxi licences from sitting on the
Licensing Committee

Recommend to the Monitoring Officer, amendments to the Members' Code
of Conduct to restrict:

i. contact from Members the purpose of which is to influence the
processing of individual applications;
ii.  members making representations on behalf of the trade or individual
drivers at sub-committee hearings;
lii.  diluting regulatory standards after representations from the trade.

Councillor J Khan requested that his vote against paragraph 7 in the resolution be
recorded.



