
APPENDIX 2 
 
COUNCIL TAX BASE FOR 2008/09 
 
Calculation required: 
 
1.1 When a billing authority calculates the basic amount of its council tax a 

year, it must do so by applying the statutory formula: 
 

R – P 
     T 
 

In this formula: 
 

R is its total budget requirement 
 

P is the expected total of grants and amounts received from the 
national non-domestic rates pool 

 
T is the authority’s tax base. 

 
1.2 The Council must calculate the tax base (item T) between 20 

December and 31 January 2008. It must do so by totalling the ‘relevant 
amounts’ for all the valuation bands in its valuation list and multiplying 
the result by its ‘collection rate.’ 

 
1.3 The relevant amount for a band is the effective number of properties in 

the band during the year after allowing for discounts, expressed in 
terms of Band D equivalents. 

 
It is calculated by applying the statutory formula (H – Q+ J x (F/G) 
 
In this formula: 
 
H is the number of chargeable dwellings in the Valuation List on 30 

November in the previous year after allowing for exemptions, 
and the down banding of properties adapted for disabled people. 
Properties in Band A which are adapted for disabled people are 
treated as if they were in an additional band. 

 
Q is a factor to take account of the discounts to which the amount 

of council tax payable was subject on the 30 November in the 
previous year. 

 
 
J is an adjustment for anticipated changes in the number of 

chargeable dwellings or discounts, expressed as the difference 
between: 

 



(a) the estimated number of chargeable dwellings not 
included in H which will be in the Valuation List for all or 
part of the financial year, plus 25% of the estimated 
number of discounts included which will not apply for all 
or part of the financial year, and 

 
(b) the estimated number of chargeable dwellings included in 

H which will not be in the Valuation List, or will be 
exempt, for all or part of the financial year, plus 25% of 
the discounts not included  which will apply for all or part 
of the financial year. 

 
 

In estimating number of properties, down-banding of 
properties adapted for disabled people has to be allowed 
for. 
 
Numbers of dwelling or discounts which will apply for only 
part of the financial year have to be proportionately 
reduced. 

 
F is the statutory ratio of charges for the particular band to 

charges for Band D 
 
 

1.4 The collection rate is the percentage of the amount charged which the 
Council estimates it will ultimately succeed in collecting over time. 

 
Calculations for 2008/09 
 
2.1 The total of the relevant amounts for 2008/09 is 70990. Details of this 

calculation are shown in Appendix 3 
 

2.2 The estimate of the Council’s collection rate for 2008/09 is 98.4%. This 
has been estimated in accordance with Regulation 3 of the Local 
Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base) (Amendment) (England) 
Regulations 2003, taking into account all known factors which may 
affect the amounts ultimately to be paid to the Council. Collection 
performance to date indicates that this is a best estimate. 

 
2.3 The council tax base calculated by applying the statutory formula is: 
 

70990 x   98.4% = 69854.16 
 


