Council 21.02.21

32/21 Motion: Derby’s Children and Young People Deserve
Better

The following motion was moved by Councillor Hezelgrave, and seconded by
Councillor Dhindsa:

Council notes that children and young people in Derby have had two academic years
of education disrupted by Covid. This comes after many years of below average
educational performance in the city and which, in 2018-19, showed a downward
trajectory in secondary schools and, in 2019, was below the expected standard in
primaries.

Council also notes that the Government’s Education Recovery Commissioner, Kevan
Collins, and the Bright Future Task force of education experts, recommended a £15
billion national plan for education catch-up funding, in response to which the
Government plan to provide just one tenth of that sum. 99% of children will receive
no catch-up funded tutoring whatsoever. In Derby, just £1,437,210 has been
provided in the summer payment to Derby schools for catch-up work which, given
the 44,965 children in Derby’s schools, amounts to a paltry £31.96 per pupil. The
Education Opportunity Area Board has described Derby as a social mobility cold
spot; these levels of catch-up funding risk freezing the children of Derby out of any
viable future.

Council further notes that the Council still has a statutory responsibility for overall
education outcomes.

Given the detrimental effects of the Covid pandemic on children and young people’s
education, and the urgent need to deliver better education outcomes in Derby,
Council resolves that the Leader of the Council should:

1. immediately contact the Secretary of State to demand catch-up funding for
Derby at the level recommended by Kevan Collins and provide evidence of
that communication to Full Council

2. write to the Secretary of State to urge him to develop a 5-year strategy for
pandemic recovery measures in education

3. early in the autumn term, contact Derby schools to request feedback on
catch-up provision, notably how many children and young people are
receiving funded catch-up tutoring and help, and to obtain details of the kind
of help being delivered.

It was moved by Councillor Lind and seconded by Councillor Skelton that the motion
be amended by the addition of the words ‘to be presented to the Children and Young
People Overview and Scrutiny Board’ to the final sentence of the final paragraph.
The amendment was put to the vote and carried.

The motion as amended was put to the vote and carried.



Resolved:

Council notes that children and young people in Derby have had two academic
years of education disrupted by Covid. This comes after many years of below
average educational performance in the city and which, in 2018-19, showed a
downward trajectory in secondary schools and, in 2019, was below the
expected standard in primaries.

Council also notes that the Government’s Education Recovery Commissioner,
Kevan Collins, and the Bright Future Task force of education experts,
recommended a £15 billion national plan for education catch-up funding, in
response to which the Government plan to provide just one tenth of that sum.
99% of children will receive no catch-up funded tutoring whatsoever. In Derby,
just £1,437,210 has been provided in the summer payment to Derby schools
for catch-up work which, given the 44,965 children in Derby’s schools,
amounts to a paltry £31.96 per pupil. The Education Opportunity Area Board
has described Derby as a social mobility cold spot; these levels of catch-up
funding risk freezing the children of Derby out of any viable future.

Council further notes that the Council still has a statutory responsibility for
overall education outcomes.

Given the detrimental effects of the Covid pandemic on children and young
people’s education, and the urgent need to deliver better education outcomes
in Derby, Council resolves that the Leader of the Council should:

1. immediately contact the Secretary of State to demand catch-up funding
for Derby at the level recommended by Kevan Collins and provide
evidence of that communication to Full Council

2. write to the Secretary of State to urge him to develop a 5-year strategy
for pandemic recovery measures in education

3. early in the autumn term, contact Derby schools to request feedback on
catch-up provision to be presented to the Children and Young People
Overview and Scrutiny Board, notably how many children and young
people are receiving funded catch-up tutoring and help, and to obtain
details of the kind of help being delivered.



