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2 Results of our certification work

Key messages 

For the financial year 2010/11, we have certified ten claims and returns for the 
Council, representing income in excess of £200 million.  This represents both funding 
claimed by the Council as well as other financial information. 

The status of certified claims and returns is summarised in the table below. 

Table One :  Year on year comparison of certifications 
Performance 
measure 

Target Target 
met? 

Achievement 
in 2010-11 

Achievement 
in 2009-10 

DoT 

   No. % No. %  

Claims certified 
without 
amendment or 
qualification 

100%  6 60% 3 30% 

 

Claims 
amended 

0%  1 10% 3 30% 

 
Claims 
qualified 

0%  3 30% 4 40% 

 
 
This demonstrates that the Council's performance in preparing claims and returns has 
improved since 2009/10.   

The Council's and our performance in meeting deadlines related to the certification of 
the ten claims and returns in summarised in Table Two. 

Table Two :  Performance against deadlines 
Performance 
measure 

Target Target 
met? 

Achievement 
in 2010-11 

Achievement 
in 2009-10 

DoT 

   No. % No. %  

Claims 
submitted by 
Council 
deadline1 

100%  8  
(of 
10) 

80% 9 
(of 
10) 

90% 

 

Claims certified 
by auditor 
deadline (or 
within 3 months 
of receipt)* 

100%  9 
(of 
10) 

90% 9 
(of 
10) 

90% 

 

 
The Council's performance against targets in Table One and Two above shows that 
there still continues to be improvement opportunities across a range of measures and 
provides a platform for improvement in the future. 

Details on the certification of all claims and returns are included at Appendix A.  
Where we have concluded that an item is significant, further details are included in the 
section of the report below entitled 'Significant issues'. 

 
1 The Department of Communities and Local Government agreed that the Council's New 
Deal for Communities claim could be submitted after the initial deadline. 
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A Details of claims and returns certified for 2010/11 

Claim or return Value (£) Certificate Summary 
Fee 2010/11 

(£) 
Fee 2009/10 

(£) 
Explanation for any fee 
increase of more than 10% 

Housing and Council 
Tax Benefits Scheme  

96,803,091 Qualified See main body of report for details. The claim was 
certified following adjustment by the Council and 
accompanied with a qualification letter 

69,817 86,591 Our 2010/11 fee includes £7,817 for 
our follow up work on the 2009/10 
claim. 

Pooling of Housing 
Capital Receipts 

795,694 Without 
qualification 

The claim was certified to be in accordance with the 
underlying records without qualification 

1,588 1,860  

General Sure Start 
Grant 

11,056,739 Without 
qualification 

The claim was certified to be in accordance with the 
underlying records without qualification  

4,243 6,505  

HRA Subsidy Return (1,224,094) As amended The claim was certified to be in accordance with the 
underlying records without qualification, but with 
agreed amendments incorporated by the Council 

3,808 5,030  

Housing Finance Base 
Data Return 

n/a Qualified See main body of report for details. The claim was 
certified following adjustment by the Council and 
accompanied with a qualification letter 

3,645 6,598  

Disabled Facilities Grant 675,000 Without 
qualification 

The claim was certified to be in accordance with the 
underlying records without qualification  

1,573 1,400 Equivalent to two hours 
additional testing required to 
complete the certification of the 
claim 

National Non Domestic 
Rates Return 

73,246,510 Without 
qualification 

The claim was certified to be in accordance with the 
underlying records without qualification  

3,988 5,510  

Teachers’ Pensions 
Return 

16,397,020 Without 
qualification 

The claim was certified to be in accordance with the 
underlying records without qualification  

4,670 5,791  

New Deal for 
Communities 

789,467 Qualified Certification due by 1 March, but is expected to be 
qualified regarding the completeness of 
documentation around the asset register for grant 
funded assets. 

6,000 
(estimated) 

5,785  

Local Transport Plan: 
Major Projects 

5,393,964 Without 
qualification 

The claim was certified to be in accordance with the 
underlying records without qualification  

4,325 2,805 Equivalent to two days additional 
testing that was required to 
complete the certification of the 
claim 

Total 203,933,391   103,657 127,875  
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