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SUMMARY

L
1.1 Local authorities have a statutory duty to ensure that @ent school places are
available to meet local needs. The 2006 Education% pections Act indicates that
t

local authorities also have a duty to promote dive% d increase parental choice in
planning and securing the provision of school p@

1.2 Whilst pupil projections in the past have indicatsd a declining trend in pupil numbers,
projections are now indicating an increasi . This is consistent with what many
other local authorities are now seeing in fyeirpupil projections. At present surplus
places are at around 10% across Der (Mary schools and 5% across secondary
schools. This means that Derby do b@some flexibility to deal with fluctuations in
numbers. However, in the Chella@a of the city, there is now a very close match
between demand for primary pupi s and the number of places available.

1.3  The purpose of this report is jo.bef the Cabinet Member for Children and Young
People on place planning pryities in the Chellaston area of the city, together with a
proposal to approve forma 2ol Bultation on the expansion of Homefields Primary
School from a 210 to 315 e
for the expansion prop{isatys attached as Appendix 2. A draft consultation document
is attached as Apperdi)xX>»

RECOMMENDATIOI((S)V

2 To approys Qrtfal consultation on a proposal to expand Homefields Primary School
from I@A: ce school to a 315 place school from September 2013.

~
REASQJ\I&’@# RECOMMENDATION

~N
3.1 | authorities have a statutory duty to ensure that sufficient school places are
ailable to meet local needs. The 2006 Education and Inspections Act indicates that
Ocal authorities also have a duty to promote diversity and increase parental choice in
@ planning and securing the provision of school places. The Government’s aspiration is
that parents should gain a place for their child at their preferred school although this
can’t be guaranteed.

3.2 There is now a very close match between primary pupil numbers and places in this
area of the city. According to the 2010 School Census, there are 311 primary school



aged children living in Homefields catchment area with the proposal being to increase
Homefields Primary from a 210 to a 315 place school. An expansion of Homefiglds

Primary would not only address the issues with demand from within catchme
but will provide much needed additional capacity in this area of the city.

SUPPORTING INFORMATION =~
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4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

Following a general trend of declining pupil numbers over many some local
authorities are now seeing pupil numbers increase. Derby is |aced to deal with
fluctuations in numbers due to having a reasonable level o lUS capacity. At
present surplus places are at around 10% at primary level 5% at secondary level.
However, there are specific areas and schools within the gity where the balance of
places needs to be improved.

There has been a very close match between pupil s and primary places in the
Chellaston area for a number of years whereby c% nt area pupils for Homefields
Primary have not always been admitted to Ho as their first preference school.
This position is becoming more difficult with ngi uring schools such as Chellaston
Infant and Chellaston Junior also being full.%ols further away are now also getting
full with increasing pupil numbers. An expgnsiory of Homefields Primary would not
only address the issues with demand frorwithin catchment area, but will provide
much needed additional capacity in th@ of the city.

For September 2009, 21 ‘on time’(Catcfment area applications were refused a place
at Homefields on the offer day. C ton Infants’ School was able to accommodate
all ‘on time’ applications from within the Chellaston area. Therefore, those applicants
from within Homefields’ catchmentywho were refused Homefields, and who had put
Chellaston Infant as their sa@preference, were able to be accommodated at this

school. @

For September 2010, ORime catchment area pupils who put Homefields as their
first preference scho@l @and Chellaston Infant as their second preference did not
receive a place at ields. Four of these pupils also did not receive a place at
Chellaston Infant ere allocated a place at Allenton Primary which is some
distance away @t e Homefields catchment area. Five pupils from the Homefields
catchment a Chellaston Infant as a first preference and did receive a place at
that school.@

The su n is to consult on a proposal to permanently increase Homefields

Primary S¢hool’s admission number from 30 to 45 from September 2013. This means

thal@year group would consist of up to 45 places, making a maximum total of 315
is¥excluding the nursery). Council Cabinet at its meeting on 15 March approved

@g of £1.6 million for an expansion of Homefields Primary. If the proposal goes

d, we would work closely with the school to provide the additional

@commodation needed and minimise the impact of any building works.

<&




4.6  When considering school expansion, it is necessary to have regard to classroom
organisation. The aim, wherever possible, is to achieve whole forms of entry, alf
forms of entry for primary schools, for example, an admission number of 30,@0,
75 etc, with related school sizes of 210, 315, 420, 525 etc. For Homefields Primaty,
an admission number of 45 it proposed with a school size of 315 as this@ﬁs the
best fit with pupil numbers.

4.7  Consideration has also been given to the impact of expanding Homefields Primary on
other local schools. According to the 2010 school census, there 1 primary aged
pupils living within Homefields Primary School’s catchment are pansion of
Homefields Primary to a 315 place school would not only a he issues with
demand from within catchment area but will provide much @ed additional capacity
in this area of the city. A higher admission number, for exam 60 would create a
further 105 places which are unlikely to be filled by catch§tent area pupils and

therefore could draw pupils from other school catchm as and have a
detrimental impact on their pupil numbers. There w, o be the added pressure
for additional capital funding. i&
@
OTHER OPTIONS CONSIDERED \\/
5.1  The option of not proposing an expansio omefields Primary was considered.

However, there is now a very close m@b tween primary pupil numbers and places
in the Chellaston area of the city.

5.2  The option of expanding Homefie@mary by 210 places to create a 420 place, two

form entry school was also cofgidered. However, this level of expansion is likely to
have a detrimental impact o umbers in other local schools.

This report has been approved by th@mng officers:

N
Legal officer (&Bfn Constable, Solicitor, Legal Services
Financial officer
Human Resources officer @7
Service Director(s) Rita Silvester, Service Director — Performance and Commissioning, CYP
Other(s) f(7 A
\W)
N
For more informati @ct: Rita Silvester, Service Director — Performance and Commissioning,
tel. 01332 716840, email rita.silvester@derby.gov.uk
Background pap None.
List of appendices: Appendix 1 — Implications
Appendix 2 — Draft timeline
o mj Appendix 3 — Draft Consultation Document
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Appendix 1
o\
IMPLICATIONS @

. . <
Financial

1.1 The Council’s capital programme has allocated funding of £5,250,000 hool
capital projects in 2011/12. Despite recent investment, there rema§ S|gn|f|cant

backlog of condition issues across the primary, secondary and sp chools
estate, which is well in excess of £58 million. This condition bacilogonly covers
building condition issues and excludes costs associated wit t ent, asbestos
identification/removal, work identified as a result of fire risk ssments, any water
hygiene remedial work, or any work related to mechanlca heatihg and boilers) and
electrical elements. @

)

1.2 In view of the pressures on the Schools’ Capital Pr e, careful consideration
has been given to the prioritisation of capital sche e proposal for Homefields
relates to basic need and the provision of suffici ooI places within a specific
area of the city. Council Cabinet at its meeting o March 2011, approved £1.6
million capital funding to expand Homefields Pixary School. The proposal is for the
scheme to be funded partially through £60 om the 2011/12 capital funding
allocation, together with a further £1 milliog(frotn the proposed 2012/13 capital

funding allocation. @
Legal @

2 Statutory proposals are requir:
increase the capacity by morg(t

proposed enlargement of a school that would
30 pupils and 25% or 200 pupils, whichever is the
lesser. An increase of 105 represents a 50% increase in capacity at
Homefields Primary and t re statutory proposals are required. The process
involves consultation, p tion of a statutory notice and consideration of the
responses received. t to the outcome of this process, the implementation date
is likely to be Sep 013 to tie in with likely construction timescales.

Personnel

3 School b

Equalitio@mt

4 for consideration.

and Safety
None for consideration.

Carbon commitment




6  Work will be planned to meet relevant building regulations. Part L of the ing
regulations generally requires new components to be more environmentall dIy

and efficient.
O’
Value for money

7 None for consideration.

Corporate objectives and priorities for change &

8 The proposal supports the Corporate Priority of building am
achievement in the city’s young people.

bittley, aspiration and
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DERBY CITY COUNCIL

Proposal to expand Homefields Primary — Draft Timescale @
&

Stages 1@%

Seek approval to go out to consultation from Cabinet Lead 16 31 March

Member. 4&
o)

9

Discuss and agree consultation document with Heads andg%/l April — 13 May

Governors &
/\

Consultation period (four weeks), including Governin @s, 8 June 2011 — 6 July
Headteachers, parents, teachers, staff, unions and @
members.

Report outcome of initial consultation to Cou net and 26 July

seek approval to move to next stage whic publlshlng
a Statutory Notice.

Advise Heads and Governors of outc e of Cabinet meeting. | 7 September 2011

Publication of Statutory Notice and \Lﬂatlon of Complete 14 September to 12
Proposal which marks the start o@ week representation October 2011

period.
QN

Decision by: % November 2011
Local Authority - Council {net is the decision maker but this | Cabinet meeting or
can be delegated to Dire r Children and Young People if | earlier if Strategic
no objections are receif€dduring the representation period. If | Director for CYP
objections are recei decision should be taken by

Council Cabinet. @

Y/

Construction (Wths on site with 12 months lead in period) | April 2012 to April 2013

Open @ September 2013

@@?\'
<



Appendix 3
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DERBY CITY COUNCIL @

8 Jun
DRAFT

Proposal to expand Homefields Primar@hool
Consultation Document @

Introduction @

1. Derby City Council is consulting on a proposal t@nanently increase
Homefields Primary School’s admission numb 30 to 45 from September

2013. This means that each year group wou sist of up to 45 places making
a maximum total of 315 pupils (excluding f{{e Rgrsery). The school's site is large
enough to support this many children ane~pyestment would be made into the

school building to expand it in line wi mission number of 45. The reason
for the proposal is to meet an incre@Se igdemand for pupil places from within the
school’s catchment area.

2. If the proposal goes ahead, De%ty Council would work closely with the
school to provide the additio ommodation needed and minimise the impact
of any building works.

@the reason for the proposed expansion and the

ease take time to read through the document and let
onsultation period ends on Wednesday, 6 July 2011.
oyrments on the form provided at the end of this document.
ocument helpful and informative.

3. This consultation paper
decision making proc
us know your views
Please forward an

We hope you fir@

Why are we propo@an expansion?

4. Local as have a legal responsibility to ensure that sufficient school places
are availabi¥to meet local needs. Local authorities also have a duty to promote
diver, d increase parental choice in planning and securing the provision of

S ces. The Government’s aspiration is that parents should gain a place
foQ\their child at their preferred school although this can never be guaranteed.

5. @npresent, school surplus places are at around 11% across Derby primary
ools. This means that Derby has some flexibility to deal with fluctuations in
pupil numbers. Projections across all areas of the city are regularly monitored by
Derby City Council. The proposal to expand Homefields Primary is due to an
increasing demand for places from within the school’s catchment area.

Why are we proposing an increase to 315 pupil places (admission number of 45)?



6. When considering school expansion, it is necessary to consider classroom
organisation. The aim, wherever possible, is to achieve whole forms of entry
half forms of entry for primary schools, for example, an admission number of@
45, 60, 75 etc, with related school sizes of 210, 315, 420, 525 etc.

<
7. Homefields Primary School currently has an admission number of 30 m @
that the school offers a total of 210 places. The demand for places withki
Homefields has now reached a point where it is considered appropriate to
expand the number of places available by 105 to create a 315 pIa@mool with
an admission number of 45.

8. An admission number of 45 is proposed as this provides th t fit with pupil
numbers in the area. A higher admission number, for examplexg0 would create a
further 105 places which are unlikely to be filled by catchi&ent area pupils and
therefore could draw pupils from other school catchme s and have a
detrimental impact on their pupil numbers.

What are the views of Headteachers and Governors? &

9. The Headteacher and Governors of the above s have given their support
for the proposal to increase pupil places.

What are the implications for staff?

10.  School budgets are largely based
takes place at Homefields Primary)
increased revenue funding for the sC

required. %

Will there be an impact on other; ols?

11.  School expansion requi eful consideration and needs to be seen in the
context of school plac sion across the wider area. The proposal to increase
Homefields Primary utlined in this paper, is to meet an increase in demand
for places from witQin school’s catchment area. There is no intention to
reduce the size gf;sthgols elsewhere as a result of this proposal. The demand for
places within Hc@elds Primary School’s catchment area has now reached a
point where i onsidered appropriate to expand the number of places available
by 105 to 315 place school with an admission number of 45.

umbers. Therefore, if an expansion
ditional pupil numbers will result in
| to employ the additional teaching staff

12. Interms condary provision, pupil numbers and projections will continue to
be mgnif{ored. Projections are suggesting that Chellaston School will continue to
bg a accommodate requests for places from within catchment area.

How c@ubmit comments on the proposal?

13, are very interested in your views and welcome your comments. Please
respond to us by using the response sheet attached to this paper. Should you

% wish to discuss any specific aspects of this proposal, please contact:

Hayley Millward, School Organisation and Provision Team, Children and Young
People’s Department.
Tel: 01332 716827 or E-mail: hayley.millward@derby.gov.uk




What are the next steps?

14.

15.

to increase the number of pupils by 25% or 200 places (whichever is the
Please use this consultation document as an opportunity to comm§

Local authorities are required to consult and publish a public notice on prgiosg?

these proposals.

The four-week consultation period for responses will end on Wedn y, 6 July

2011. The outcome of this consultation will be reported to Coung; et for
consideration and decision to progress to the next stage. Subj Council
Cabinet approval, a formal public notice will be published wi urther four-week

statutory consultation period as required under legislation.



Proposal to expand Homefields Primary School

Consultation Response Form
We are very interested in your comments on this proposal. Please use this response
sheet to let us have your views. (Please use continuation sheets if you wish).

<
Do you support the proposal to expand? IS
Yes, | support the proposal [
No, | do not support the proposal [J @
Undecided O Q
Comments &
SIONEA. . e T e et e

Date... o L )
Status...........: Q ....................................................................
(e.g. parent, goverm/ school, agency, other)

Completgd to be returned to: Hayley Millward, Children and Young
People D' ate, Middleton House, 27 St Mary’s Gate, Derby DE1 3NN E-
mail: havkv. illward@derby.qgov.uk

Con@y@ion closing date: Wednesday, 6 July
@
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Continuation of comments...
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